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brought my guns from Oblass ; but when I went back alone
it seemed Liseless to go so far round, as I knew that all the
ground between Znaym and the Taya was occupied by our
infantry.     So, as soon as I reached the little bridge between
Edelspitz and Pheasants' Island, I crossed the Taya to reach
the large bridges on the high road opposite Oblass, where I
had left the marshal.    Just as I had got on to the causeway
connecting these two bridges, I heard behind me, in spite of
the storm, the sound of many feet marching in time.    Turn-
ing my head I beheld a column of Austrian grenadiers not
twenty-five paces away.    My first impulse was to go off at
full speed to warn the marshal and his troops; but to my
great surprise I found the bridge nearest to Oblass occupied
by a brigade of French cuirassiers.    General Guiton, who
commanded it, knowing that Legrand was on the other side
of the river, and having received an indistinct order, was
quietly  advancing   at a walk.    I had hardly time to say,
* There is the enemy/ when the general saw them, drew his
sword, and shouting ' Gallop!' flew at the Austrian grena-
diers.     Having come to attack us unawares, they were so
astotinded at being thus unexpectedly attacked themselves
that tlie foremost ranks had hardly time to bring their bayo-
nets down.    In a moment the three battalions were literally
rolled over tinder the hoofs of the cuirassiers' horses, not one
remaining on his legs.    One only was killed; we took all
the rest prisoners, with three guns which they had brought
to fortify the Pheasants' Island.

Their return to the offensive would have had awkward
results for us, if the Archduke had carried it out with more
troops, and at the same time attacked Legrand's division in the
vineyards. Unable to retreat by the bridges, our men would
have undergone a severe reverse. But the Austrian general
miscalculated when he flattered himself that a thousand of
his men on the Pheasants' Island could have held it against
three of our divisions, while Legrand's division, when at-
tacked itself, would certainly have tried to force a passage.
Thus, caught between two fires, the thousand grenadiers
would equally have had to surrender^ though Generalss just as I was coming down from the Knit--
